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Winter can place significant strain on period and
high-value homes, as well as the wider grounds
and infrastructure that often accompany them.

A structured spring review helps identify hidden
damage early, protect long-term property value
and minimise the risk of more disruptive issues
later in the year.

This guide outlines key areas that homeowners,
estate managers and family offices may wish to
consider as the seasons change.




Older and architecturally significant
homes can be particularly sensitive to
freeze-thaw cycles, storm exposure and
prolonged moisture.

Where heritage construction is involved,
engaging conservation-accredited
contractors can help ensure repairs are
sympathetic to the property’s character
and provenance.

Key areas to review include:

Roof coverings

Check for slipped, cracked or missing
slates and tiles following winter winds
and temperature fluctuations.

Leadwork and flashing

Inspect chimneys, dormers and roof
junctions where traditional leadwork
may have warped or fatigued.

Flat roof drainage and pooling
Ensure snow melt or heavy rainfall has
not created standing water that could
accelerate membrane deterioration.

Gutters and downpipes

Clear debris from winter storms and
check for cracking or joint failure —
particularly in cast iron or heritage
systems.

Timber and masonry condition

Look for signs of retained moisture,
swelling timber, mortar erosion or early
micro-fracturing in stone facades.



Estate boundaries can shift or
deteriorate over winter, creating both
structural and security considerations.

Areas to check include:

« Movement or instability in stone walls
and coping stones

- Warping or weakening of timber
gates and fencing

- Damage to automated gate systems or
access controls

- Gaps in hedging or perimeter planting
Maintaining secure boundaries

supports both privacy and wider
estate risk management.

Many winter-related issues remain
hidden until temperatures rise.

Addressing concerns early can help:

- Prevent avoidable damage
and disruption

- Manage repair costs more effectively

« Preserve the long-term condition
and value of the property

- Support smoother insurance
discussions where specialist risks
are involved

For complex homes and estates, a
coordinated seasonal review involving
surveyors, contractors and advisers
can provide reassurance and clarity for
the year ahead.



For larger homes and estates, spring is also an
important time to assess the condition of the
surrounding landscape and infrastructure.

Consider reviewing:

- Tree stability and woodland areas
Saturated ground and winter storms may weaken
root systems or create deadwood hazards near
buildings, driveways and pathways.

Drainage channels and water management
Blocked culverts, ditches or land drains can redirect
water towards foundations or outbuildings.

Natural water features

Lakes, rivers or streams may overflow after heavy
rainfall, potentially leading to erosion or garden
flooding.

Driveways and access routes
Surface wash-out or subsidence from water run-off
can affect accessibility and safety.
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If you would value a more tailored review of your property or estate,
or would like to discuss any of the considerations outlined above,
our Private Clients team would be pleased to assist.

Fiona Smith Gabriella Roberts
T: 07552 235732 T: 07425 985 492
E: fsmith@specialistrisk.com E: groberts@specialistrisk.com
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